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“AS  EVERY  MAN  HATH  RECEIVED  THE  GIFT,  EVEN  SO  MINISTER 
THE  SAME  ONE  TO  ANOTHER,  AS  GOOD  STEWARDS  OF  THE  MANIFOLD 

grace  of  God.”  1  Peter,  iv.,  10. 

Grace  is  love  in  motion :  God  is  love,  hence 
God’s  grace  is  the  ontstreaming  of  His  bright 
essence.  The  term  belongs  to  a  family  of  words 
which  signify  joy.  In  its  fullest  description  it  is 
that  which  makes  happy.  This  is  the  character 
and  design  of  all  Jehovah’s  works.  He  sent  the 
pulses  of  His  own  life  thrilling  through  the  creation 
and  it  broke  forth  before  Him  into  singing,  “All 
Thy  works  praise  Thee,  O  Lord !  and  thy  saints 
give  thanks  unto  Thee.”  The  life  which  moves  in 
every  one  of  us  is  itself  a  spring  of  delight,  and  all 
the  blessings  with  which  it  is  so  richly  freighted  are 
of  His  grace.  Even  out  of  its  bitter,  sweet  may  be 
extracted,  and  though  it  brings  hard  experiences, 
there  is  honey  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock.  Sin 
entered  in  and  seemed  for  a  season  to  hide  God’s  face 
from  us,  but  “where  sin  abounded  grace  did  much 
more  abound,”  and  now  to  all  the  other  and  num¬ 
berless  forms  of  goodness  which  sparkle  over  the 
face  of  creation,  is  added  “  the  grace  which  bringeth 
salvation.” 
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There  are  two  points  with  reference  to  this  “  bright 
effluence  of  bright  essence  increate,”  touched  by  the 
apostle,  which  we  desire  to  dwell  upon : 

I.  Grace  is  manifold. 

II.  We  are  stewards  of  it. 

I. 

We  shall  get  nearer  the  original  text  if  we 
read  instead  of  “ manifold,” — “Good  stewards  of  the 
'many-colored’  grace  of  God.”  The  idea  suggested 
is  that  of  a  rich  embroidery  wrought  of  divers 
colors ;  or,  perhaps  we  shall  find  the  most  perfect 
type  of  grace  and  its  operations  in  the  silent  silvery 
light,  which  flows  forth  upon  the  world  as  softly  as 
a  sleeping  infant  breathes.  Though  it  is  one  pure 
essence,  streaming  from  one  central  fountain,  yet 
the  prism  discovers  the  seven-fold  beauty  of  the 
rainbow  veiled  within  its  mystic  rays.  The  new 
robe  which  it  spreads  each  morning  over  the  earth 
is  lovely,  not  in  one  glaring  uniformity  of  hue, 
but  in  the  variety  of  its  tints.  As  one  sound  will 
vibrate  to  its  kindred  sound  and  reproduce  it  to 
our  ear,  so  each  object  in  nature,  according  to  the 
degree  with  which  it  reflects  the  prismatic  hues  of 
light  will  reproduce  them,  thus  spreading  before 
us  those  endless  varieties  of  shade— from  the  fiery 
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crimson  of  sunset  clouds  to  the  delicate  blush  of 
the  wild  rose  on  the  hill-side — which  delight  our 
wondering  eyes.  Some  objects,  absorbing  all  the 
rays  and  reflecting  none,  are  black  and  unattractive; 
others,  reflecting  one  and  absorbing  the  rest,  have  a 
distinct  hue ;  while  others  again  reflecting  several, 
display  peculiar  tints,  and  thus  by  an  ever-changing 
harmony  of  hue,  the  landscape  responds  to  the 
parent  light. 

Now  like  this  is  the  grace  of  God.  It  is  poured 
forth  ceaselessly  from  the  high  and  holy  One,  but 
if  we  analyze  it,  by  that  which  has  brought  him 
near  to  us — (the  Gospel  of  His  Son) — we  shall  find, 
contained  within  its  living  fullness,  the  seven-fold 
glory  of  the  Divine  nature.  It  is  compounded  of 
all  His  shining  attributes.  The  more  vivid  hues  of 
His  power,  justice,  holiness  and  truth  melt  into  the 
softer  lines  of  His  wisdom,  mercy  and  love — and 
grace  is  the  pearly  sum  of  them.  We  do  not 
reach  the  whole  truth  when  we  think  of  it  as  the 
offspring  of  a  single  attribute.  The  cross  sublimely 
testifies  that  the  whole  Divine  nature  is  exercised 
toward  this  end. '  There  we  behold  its  richest 
exhibition,  for  there  “mercy  and  truth  met  together, 
righteousness  and  peace  kissed  each  other.” 


This  grace  shines  upon  every  one  of  us.  “  He 
maketh  His  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
good.”  But  the  effects  of  it  vary  according  to 
the  character,  capacity  and  circumstances  of  men. 
Some  are  opaque  bodies,  selfishly  absorbing  God’s 
gifts,  perverting  them  to  their  own  mean,  low  uses, 
reflecting  back  nothing  to  His  praise  and  adding 
nothing  to  the  general  good.  Others  are  responsive 
to  His  love,  and  according  to  their  several  ability 
reflect  it  in  corresponding  deeds  and  dispositions. 
One  soul  may  vibrate  to  the  truth  of  God  and  be 
like  Paul,  mighty  to  expound  it.  Another  may 
answer  to  His  wisdom  and  emulate  a  James  in 
calmness  of  judgment  and  executive  power.  Another 
may  reflect  in  some  feeble  measure  the  Divine 
energy  or  power  and  be  a  zealous  Peter  in  action. 
Another  may  gather  the  hue  of  His  love  in  a, 
S2)ecial  degree,  and  reproducing  the  gentle  spiritu¬ 
ality  of  a  John,  melt  hearts  where  sterner  dealing 
would  only  bruise  or  break.  Another  may  respond 
to  His  mercy  and  bless  society  by  a  quickness  of 
synrpatliy  and  compassion,  poured  out  in  liberal  gifts 
and  self-sacrificing  acts.  But  we  have  said  enough 
to  illustrate  the  character  of  grace.  It  is  as  many- 
colored  as  there  are  created  differences  of  physical, 
moral,  mental  and  social  condition  among  men. 
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“  There  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  spirit, 
and  there  are  differences  of  administration  but  the 

same  Lord,  and  there  are  diversities  of  operations, 

/ 

but  it  is  the  same  God  which  worketh  all  in  all.” 

We  are  not,  therefore,  you  will  observe,  to  look 
for  uniformity  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  It  would 
be  far  from  desirable,  even  if  it  were  possible. 
The  real  efficiency  of  the  Church  resides  in  the 
manifoldness  of  its  powers.  “God  hath  set  the 
members  every  one  of  them  in  the  body  as  it  hath 
pleased  Him.”  “If  they  were  all  one  member  where 
were  the  body ;  or  if  the  whole  body  were  an  eye, 
where  were  the  hearing?”  This  law  of  diversity 
at  once  crushes  the  false  notion  which  some  are  too 
ready  to  entertain,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ  are  to  be  managed  exclusively  by  a 
consecrated  order  of  men,  and  also  rebukes  the 
convenient  plea,  that  because  I  have  not  the  five 
talents  of  my  neighbor,  therefore  I  may  bury  my 
one  talent  in  the  earth.  “To  every  man  is  given 
grace,  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of 
Christ.  The  eye  cannot  say  unto  the  hand,  I  have 
no  need  of  thee;  nor  again  the  head  to  the  feet, 
I  have  no  need  of  you ;  nay,  much  more  those 
members  of  the  body  which  seem  to  be  more  feeble, 
are  necessary.”  Every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
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this  congregation,  however  weak,  immature,  illiterate 
or  poor,  who  is  able  to  hear  and  comprehend  my 
words,  has  some  ability  which  he  or  she  may,  and 
is  bound  to  use  for  Christ.  We  are  not  called  to 
exercise  the  talents  of  some  other  man,  but  simply 
to  be  true,  under  the  light  of  the  blessed  Gospel, 
to  our  own  proper  individuality.  The  manifoldness 
of  the  power  which  would  spring  from  such  a 
recognition  of  our  personal  responsibility,  no  words 
can  measure.  There  would  be  a  shaking  among 
our  pews  as  well  as  a  voice  in  the  pulpit.  To  the 
direct  ministries  of  the  pastor  would  be  added, 
influence  exerted  for  Christ,  in  the  shop,  on  the 
street,  in  high  places  and  at  home; — endowments  of 
intellect  enlisted  actively  in  the  defence  and  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  truth; — sound  judgment  and  admin¬ 
istrative  power  ready  to  act  and  advise  in  councils  for 
His  glory ; — feminine  tact  and  tenderness ,  reaching 
out  a  helping  hand  to  the  hardened  and  despairing ; — 
ability  to  teach ,  employing  itself  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  the  Bible  class; — business  talent ,  accumulating 
for  God  and  dispensing  its  gains  systematically  and 
wisely  for  the  advancement  of  His  cause; — the 
prayers  of  the  aged,  and  the  vigorous  energies  of 
youth; — the  testimony  of  holy  tempers  in  quiet, 
suffering  places,  and  the  witness  of  lips  which  dare 
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to  speak  for  Jesus  where  rude  companions  jeer  and 
skeptics  scoff.  Every  soul  would  find  something 
in  itself,  some  aptitudes,  some  facilities  for  good, 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  which  surround  it,  by 
which  it  might  honor  God. 

In  this  variety  there  is  the  truest  unity.  The 

student  of  nature  constantly  delights  us  with  new 
discoveries  of  the  marvellous  relations  and  adapta¬ 
tions  of  its  several  j:>arts.  We  learn  that  it  is  a 

system  of  mutual  dependencies,  and  as  science  pur¬ 
sues  its  investigations,  it  leaves  behind  the  “laws 
many  and  gods  many”  of  a  past  age,  and  reduces 
the  various  phenomena  to  the  operation  of  a  few 

laws,  and  converges  more  and  more  toward  the 

one  spiritual  centre — Jehovah!  Society,  in  a  still 
higher  sense,  is  also  a  system  of  mutual  dependen¬ 
cies.  “We  are  formed  for  one  another,  as  notes  of 
music  are,  though  dissimilar.”  By  the  diversity  of 
our  characters  and  gifts  we  are  rendered  capable 
of  supplying  each  other’s  needs.  The  law  of  unity 
is  sympathy ,  not  sameness;  love ,  not  likeness.  When 
Christian  bodies  cease  wrangling  about  their  differ¬ 
ences,  and  are  willing  to  recognize  that  which  is 
excellent  in  one  another ;  when  less  thought  is 
given  to  the  form  and  more  to  the  spirit ;  when 
zeal  breaks  from  the  narrow  channels  of  sectarian 
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interest  and  swells  one  mighty  tide  of  mutual 
helpfulness  and  warm  enthusiasm  for  a  common 
Redeemer, — and  (more  than  all)  when  every  in¬ 
dividual  Christian  faces  manfully  and  responds 
actively  to  the  question,  not — what  ought  to  be 
done,  but — what  ought  I  to  do  for  Christ?  then  shall 
we  see  the  Church  of  God  putting  on  her  beautiful 
garments  (a  rich  embroidery  of  divers  colors)  and 
going  forth  to  victory  “  Fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as 
the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.” 

II. 

The  apostle  describes  our  relation  to  the  “  mani¬ 
fold  grace  of  God”  as  a  stewardship.  There  is  no 
folly  more  transjwent  and  yet  more  common,  than 
the  notion  that  we  are  proprietary  lords  of  our 
powers  and  possessions.  Stern  facts  contradict  it, 
aye,  such  facts  as  broke  in  upon  the  consciousness 
of  the  rich  man  our  Lord  once  pictured, — when 
that  terrible,  mocking  voice  declared,  “  Thou  fool, 
this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required  of  thee ; 
then  whose  shall  these  things  be  which  thou  hast 
provided?”  We  did  not  create  our  blessings  and  we 
cannot  retain  them.  They  were  given  by  another 
and  they  are  subject  to  an  unseen  will  which  may 
in  a  moment  slip  them  from  our  grasp  or  hurry 
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us  away  into  eternity.  We  are  not,  therefore,  pro¬ 
prietors,  but  only  tenants  at  will.  As  subjects  of 
the  great  God  to  whom  all  men  are  accountable, 
we  hold  our  several  talents.  They  are  committed 
to  us  in  trust  and  will  truly  jDrofit  us  only  as  we 
use  them  lawfully.  We  are  bound  to  employ  them 
according  to  His  purpose  and  in  the  line  of  His 
appointment. 

Is  it  hard  to  deal  thus  with  us  ?  Shall  we 
murmur,  like  petted  children,  because  we  cannot 
have  our  own  way?  Is  it  hard,  my  brethren,  that 
we  should  be  called  to  live  for  God  f  Is  it  hard 
that  we  should  be  called  out  of  the  slavery  of  sin 
and  the  fierce  tyranny  of  our  own  evil  passions 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  “sons  of  God?”  Oh! 
is  it  not  to  redeem  us  from  that  which  is  mean  and 
worthy  only  of  the  beasts  that  perish,  and  fasten 
us  in  our  lost  relations  again? 

If,  however,  men  in  general  are  stewards  of  their 
blessings,  it  is  true  in  a  double  sense  of  those  who 
have  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  to  God 
in  Christ.  Our  duty,  Christian  brethren,  is  very 
clearly  defined  by  the  Apostle.  He  leaves  us  in  no 
doubt  about  the  precise  functions  of  a  good  steward. 
“  As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift,  even  so 
minister  the  same  one  to  another/ '  In  other 
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words,  be  in  your  large-lieartedness  and  loving 
kindness,  God-like.  The  members  of  our  churches 
are  pledged  by  the  most  solemn  vows  which  mortal 
lij:>s  can  utter,  to  exercise  a  ministry  for  Christ,  just 
as  truly  as  their  pastors  are.  They  are  bound  to 
make,  not  hoarding,  not  spasmodic  acts  of  charity, 
not  passive  goodness  merely,  but  living,  loving 
perpetual  ministry  the  business  of  their  lives.  We 
do  not  mean  that  you  are  all  to  present  yourselves 
immediately  for  ordination.  We  do  not  mean  that 
you  are  to  become  at  once  Sisters  of  Charity.  We 
do  not  mean  that  you  are  to  sell  your  fine  houses 
and  lay  down  your  wealth,  but  we  do  mean  that 
in  the  use  of  the  knowledge,  influence,  wealth  or 
whatever  powers  God  has  given,  the  governing 
consideration  must  be  the  welfare  of  our  neighbor. 
A  man  may  surround  himself  with  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life — lie  may  make  his  home  beauti¬ 
ful — he  may  adorn  it  with  music,  and  paintings, 
and  statuary — but  he  will,  if  he  is  true,  study 
in  all  these  arrangements,  not  vain  display,  not  his 
own  selfish  pleasure  merely,  but  to  minister  comfort, 
refined  enjoyment  and  pure  instruction  to  those  who 
may  cross  his  threshold.  We  have  known  and  felt 
the  influence  of  the  piety  of  a  household,  while  a 
waiting  guest  in  the  parlor,  by  many  a  silent  token  ; 
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it  has  spoken  to  us  from  the  walls  and  the  tables, 
even  before  we  knew  their  owners.  There  are 
possibilities  of  service,  for  the  truly  consecrated 
sj)irit,  in  every  honest  occupation,  profession,  or  ap¬ 
pointment  of  life. 

Now,  the  ideal  of  a  Christian  congregation  is 
one  which  fulfils  perfectly  this  law  of  ministry, 
“  no  man  living  unto  himself.”  One  member  sup¬ 
plying  what  the  other  lacks — each  contributing  the 
full  measure  of  his  ability  to  the  general  work  for 
the  Master.  He  who  “  walks  in  the  midst  of  the 
seven  golden  candlesticks”  requires  this;  nor  may 
we  pass  lightly  over  the  fact  that  the  idea  of 

i 

stewardship  is  prophetic  of  a  day  of  reckoning. 
There  is  something  very  thrilling,  when  we  pause 
and  ponder  them,  in  those  familiar  words :  “  Every 
one  of  us  shall  give  account  of  himself  to  God.” 
A  moment  awaits  you  and  me,  my  brother,  some¬ 
where  in  the  future,  which  is  freighted  with  this 
message :  “  Give  an  account  of  thy  stewardship.” 
Yes,  every  one  of  us  must  meet  it.  A  j)eculiar 
individualizing  marks  the  inspired  descriptions  of 
the  judgment.  It  was  upon  a  single  person  among 
the  multitude  which  thronged  his  palace  halls,  that 
the  king  fastened  his  burning  gaze  when,  according 
to  the  parable,  he  came  in  to  see  the  guests.  It 
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shall  be  with  each  single  soul,  personally  known, 
personally  loved  and  personally  pleaded  with,  that 
the  coming  judge  shall  reckon.  There  will  be  no 
exceptions,  no  partiality,  no  respect  of  persons  at 
that  day.  We  shall  not  be  permitted  to  press 
through  the  pearly  gates  in  crowds.  It  will  not 
be  possible  to  screen  our  unfaithfulness  by  a  mul¬ 
titude.  I  must  not  flatter  myself  that  the  exact 
God  will  lose  me  in  the  mighty  throng  of  the 
risen  dead,  both  small  and  great,  which  shall  stand 
before  Him.  No  rocks  will  obey  us  when  we  call 
upon  them  to  “fall  on  us  and  hide  us  from  the  face 
of  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  from  the 
wrath  of  the  Lamb.”  Nature,  fulfilling  its  course, 
will  only  cry  out  against  us  if  we  have  not  ful¬ 
filled  ours.  Well  said  the  great  statesman,  that  the 
most  solemn  thought  which  ever  engaged  his  mind 
was  the  thought  of  “  his  individual  responsibility  to 
Almighty  God.”  He  has  given  us  not  only  special 
gifts  to  use  for  His  glory,  but  those  universal 
blessings,  without  which  all  lesser  possessions  are 
unsanctified  and  vain — His  Word,  and  Son,  and 
Spirit.  “Much  has  been  given — of  us  much  will 
be  required.”  Is  it  safe  to  trifle  with  His  proffered 
grace  and  salvation?  My  brethren,  it  is  the  last 
time.  Another  Advent  season  warns  us  that  “  the 
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night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand.”  The 
thronging,  rapid,  significant  events  of  the  present 
re-echo  the  cry.  Are  you  ready  to  meet  the  Master? 
Have  you  made  your  peace  with  a  Holy  God,  through 
faith  in  the  blood  of  His  reconciling  Son?  Are  you 
thoroughly  consecrated,  and  while  trusting  in  Christ 
as  your  perfect,  sufficient  Saviour,  are  you  lovingly 
living  to  His  glory?  Oh,  let  me  ring  out,  ring  out 
again,  the  Advent  peal,  but  remember  that  it  is 
like  the  sound  of  a  bell  swelling  over  the  waters — 
mellowed  by  the  sparkling  river  of  life  and  hope 
which  still  flows  between  you  and,  the  great  white 
Throne — “  Every  one  of  us  shall  give  account  of 
himself  to  God. 
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